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mind, every bit of it, its strong and weak points, so as to fortify
himself for the future. And one important line of this intro-
spection was about the affairs of the country. For at the time
he went into jail, he went with the fullest hopes about the
eventual success not only of his Chirala-Perala but even of
the bigger issue of Swaraj, and possibly, he hoped that he
and his fellow-prisoners would be set free by an Act of the
Swaraj Parliament! But while he was in jail, the * Backing
at Bardoli * gave a dead-set both to the nation, and his
feelings on the same may be gathered from the following extracts
from his later Madugula Address, which must be both interesting
and instructive.

"The backing out at Bardoli was misunderstood. It had
been suggested that either we should have gone on Mahatmaji's
ultimatum or at least we should have come to some reason-
able understanding with the Viceroy at Calcutta. True,
Mahatmaji gave his ultimatum, and fixed a period of eleven
days before which everything was to be settled satisfactorily to
us. It was a terrible step. What was it that he relied on?
Did he not know that unity was still non-existent at the
time and untouchability remained unremoved ? He knew
that all the items of the constructive programme which was
subsequently enunciated were still unfulfilled, but the whole
phase of the movement had been quite different then from
what it was afterwards. We had called upon the nation
to unite purely on the political platform, putting by for the
moment all differences, religious and social, which, we promised,
would be swept off our life, the moment we got Swaraj, by a
stroke of the legislative pen. Mahatmaji felt, I humbly opine,
the nation did thus respond* The splendid success we had with
reference to the Prince of Wales* Hartal, the almost delerious
enthusiasm of the people which sent nearly 30,000 to the jails,
the anxious readiness of the Government itself for peace and
settlement, all these showed that the time has come. He felt
his Tapas was approaching its consummation. He is the modern
link in the chain of our sages and seers who accomplished super-
human things for human weal by the aid of their own Tapes.